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Common New England

Nonharmful Home Invaders

Boxelder bugs gather on the
outside of houses in the fdl sesking
overwintering sites. Whilethey do
feed on seed-bearing boxd der tress
and afew other plants, thefeeding
does not cause significant damage.
T hose that move into the house can
be swept or vacuumed. Adults are 1/2
inch long. Removingafemde
boxd der tree next to the house
prevents the problem.

Earwigs often moveinto homes on
transported goods, such as yard sde
purchases. They are typicdly found
in moist aress negr the foundation,
under boards, or in cardboard boxes
in damp aress. The pncers are
distinctive but not redly threatening.
Earwigs can damage flowers and
vegetables, but inside the hame they
do not harm people, pets, or
furnishings.

~ Multicolored Asian lady beetles

(dso cdled the* Haloween lady

_ bedtle’) have awide range of orange

- and black color patterns. They gather

- on buildingsin fdl sesking

~ overwintering sites, but do no red

- harm and can be swept or vacuumed.
- They provide biocontrol of gphids

and other smdll pests.

Pseudoscorpions aevey smdl,

~ only afew millimeters long. They ae
beneficid in that they feed on smdl
insects and spiders. Pseudoscorpions
do not have a stinger onthe rear as

- true scorpions do, and are harmless to
people and pets. They prefer humid
conditions and are often found near
bathrooms.

Western conifer seed bugs

move into homesinthefdl, but not
in great numbers. Adultsare 3/4 inch
long. Ther size and slow movements
can be daming, but they are
rdaivey harmless. When handled or
crushed they exude a foul odor.




